Your address

Date

Dear [insert name of MSP]

We understand from press reports that data from 2005 - 2009 relating to offences committed under Section 74 of the 2003 Criminal Justice Act has been destroyed.  The Scottish Government promised before the last election that if it was re-elected they would provide an analysis of the full data set.

Could you please obtain an answer to the following questions:

*
 Who gave the instruction to destroy this data and when?

*
 When was it actually destroyed?

*
 Was this electronic data?

*
 Can it be recovered?

*
 When did the Justice Secretary know that this data was

destroyed?

*
 Did the Lord Advocate know that this data was destroyed when

he gave evidence to the Justice Committee recently?

*
 Are there any paper or electronic records which could be used

to reassemble the data?

This is a very serious matter.
The Government is proposing to pass

legislation despite the fact that it has heard significant quantities of evidence that this legislation is not necessary and/or is not well directed towards the real problem.  This data would have either supported this evidence or undermined it.  Either way it was highly significant.

We look forward to receiving your reply.

Yours sincerely
